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though metaphysical in "The Over-Soul",
"Circles", or "Intellect", restated his doctrines
of God and nature in terms of man's daily
life: "Self-Reliance", "Compensation", "Do-
mestic Life", "Love", or even "Gifts"* Now
developed, happily co-incident with the in-
trinsic feelings of American democracy, that
curious double appeal of his aphorisms, sharp,
tingling sentences, drawn from his "savings
bank" (Journals). These were crammed with
a wisdom which teased men to challenge, to
deny, to accept. For they reached, such say-
ings as "Hitch your wagon to a star", not
merely the thoughtless, buoyant American,
who was to "follow the trapper into the
prairie", but the thoughtful, who understood
Emerson's deeper meaning. We were to link
our lives with that unknowable force which
suspended the planet aloft in the heavens.
Self-reliance might sustain the honest man
founding a family and a business, but also the
meditative spirit who comprehended that self-
reliance in its highest form was God-reliance,
that is, following the gleam of light from the
unseen.
One may study the further expansion of
Emerson's ideas in such essays as "Experi-
ence", honest criticism of his own philosophy,
or in Representative Men (1850) and Eng-
lish Traits (1856), his applications of "self-
reliance" to biography and to our parent civil-
ization. The latter book resulted from the
second of his three journeys to Europe, during